left her in the fortieth year of her age 5 ) thereby perhaps 
deceived , becaufe there was never either ftone or gravel 
voided by her. But her laft DoHor (from whom I have this 
relation,) adjudged it to proceed ab affrilu Nepbritico & qui- 
demgravijfmo * This perfon, when dead of thel'e diftempers, 
was opened by this her laft Phyfitian, and among many other 
common Pbanomena he found the left Kidney filled with large 
ftones, but the right wholly petrified, covered with the or* 
dinary skin without any fiefli; the half of which (the other 
being broken by injurious diffe&ion) reprefenting ftill the 
Kidney, I have leen, which was both maffy and ponderous, 
fo concreted by the clofer coalition of minute fand, which 
might be rubbed off by your finger. 

The other was a Lad about nineteen years old, who from 
his Cradle was difpofed to a Confumption, accompanied 
with continual Coughing, great emaciation and continual 
heat, fo that he was reduced to a Sceleton , and labouring 
under this diftemper died* Being opened, a great quantity 
of watry matter run out at the abdomen , of a chylous coh« 
fiftence; moft, yea almoftall theglauduls of the Mefentery, 
through which pafs the vena lattea, were extraordinary great 
and hardned beyond the hardnefs of a Scirrhus. The Breaft be- 
ing opened, the Lungs were found grown to it round about, 
almoft infeparable, full of purulent ulcers,but more efpecially 
the left fide, obftrutfted and filled with much gravel and final! 
ftones s yea,whole pieces of the Lungs, efpecially the extre* 
mities,about the thicknefs of a finger and more,were hardned 
into a ftony matter. 


An Aecompt of Four Books. 

1'Trancifcidele Boe Sylvii PRAXIS MEDICJE Idea novaJLug- 
duniBatav. 1671. 

T He Learned and Experienced Author of this work, de* 
firing to furnifil his Auditors with a compendious Aledi- 
calPraFtife^nd to do it after the Method of that Excellent and 
Happy Phyfitian Platerus i did propofe to himfelf to handle 
chiefly of the more Simple Affettions of the Humane Body, be- 
caufe they being well underftood, the knowledge of thofe 
that are Complicate will not be difficult to attain* 
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But conlidering with himfelf, that" Mans good Health con- 
fifts in and is known by the Integrity and good difpofition of 
all his Functions j and want of Health,in and by the mdifpofiti- 
on and depravation of the fame, he thought fit to treat of 
thofe Affe&ions, that occur in the Pra&ife of Phyfitians, ac¬ 
cording to the difference of thofe depraved Fun&ions* An<J f 
forafmuch as thefe Functions ferve either for ihtConfervation 
of the Individual ,, or the Propagation of the Species •, and the 
former of thefe is conveniently fubdivided into the Natural^ 
ferving for the various charge of fubftances taken inwardly, 
and the Animal Functions, confifting in the knowledge of 
all forts of things by the External and Iuternal fenfes, as alfo 
in the various Motion of the Soul and Body ; He therefore di« 
ftributeth this whole Praxis into three Books, which treat of 
the AfpeUions , refpeding the Iudifpofed TunUions of Man. 
I. The Natural. II. The Animal j and 111 . Thofe that ferve 
for Generation. 


We fhall not enlarge here by reprefenting any particulars 
of this Work, but refer the Judicious Reader to its perufal and 
confideration, by which as he will doubtlefs meet with many 
nfeful Medical Prefcriptions and Remedies, fo he will not find 
it barren of confiderable Obfervations and Experiments re¬ 
lating to Natural Philofophy, and in particular to Anatomy. 
II. Relatione dello Stato prefente deU’ EGYPTO, Jeritta dal Sip, 
Gio , Michaele Vanflebio/ dedicata al Grand J)uca di Tofcana. 
/wParigi, 1670. in 12°. 

P Ailing by what this Relation obferveth of the Political 
Government of Egypt, and the Original Language and 
Religion of the Cophtbes , (which maketh a great part of the 
Book, but is not fuitable with the defign of thefe Trads,J we 
fhall take fome notice of what it delivers concerning the Na¬ 
tural State and Productions of the Country, the Oeconomy of 
the Inhabitants,and the Magnificent Struftures yet remaining 
there* 


Firft then the Author obferveth, that the winter off Egypt is 
fo mild, as to be like to the March- air of Rome 3 and that the 
ufual time of Rain is in the months of December , January and 
February^ and that principally about the Sea-coaft Of 7 em- 
pejls, fromEafler to Whitfontide, when the Wind is for the 
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mod part Eafterly: Of the mod agreeable weather, in No¬ 
vember and December, when the Countrey is dry'd again from 
the Nile waters, and all things in a verdure,the winds gentle 
and the Sun tolerable: Of the violent heats, in April, Ma% 
June, and further till the inundation of the Nile cooleth the 
Airs which begins in July and ends in September or Ottober 5 
and proveth the great and general manure of that Country, 
when it arifeth above (ixizcnbraccia or Italian Ells; beneath 
which when it ftops, the Inhabitants are not obliged to pay 
any tribute to the G. Signior , The caufe of this Inundation 
as 'tis principally the plenty of rain falling in AbyJJinia , fo this 
Author taketh in the Northerly winds beginning in June, and 
lading till OUober , and hindering the waters of the Nile from 
dilcharging themfelves into the Mediteranean, Thefe waters 
being generally edeem’d very good , are clear'd from their 
turbianefs by bitter Almonds beaten and thrown in. 

When he fpeaketh of the Animals of Egypt, he taketh parti¬ 
cular notice of the great variety and abundance of Birds there. 

When he fpecifieth the vad number of Vegetables , he giveth 
an account of the various ufes of the DaUil tree , and particu* 
larly, that the dones of Dates are given to Camels in long voy* 
ages s as alfo, that Horfes as long as they feed upon Trefoil , 
have no drink given them. 

Treating of the Fojftls of Egypt-, he obferveth, that their 
Niter is mod abounding in the Defefrt of St. Macare 5 and that 
about Thebe there is digged up dore of Marble, Porphyre, 
Alablader, Granates, &c. 

Secondly , as to the Oec onomy of the Egyptians, he relateth at 
large their pratdife of Agriculture, and noteth, that they do 
nos cur, but pull up their Corn, and that their Corn-harveft is 
from the middle of April to the middle of May 5 yea that fome- 
timeseven before the middle of April new bread is eaten in 
Cairo, In Villages, for want of Ovens, they bake their Bread 
under the hot Allies ^ and, in making their bread, fome put 
Niter into the dough, toraife and colour it.* which mud be 
eaten new, or elfe ’tis not good. Among their Drinks they 
have \.Meatb, which,though if inebriateth,yet they are permit¬ 
ted to drink, though wine be forbidden them: 2. A Liquor 
very refreihing.nude by the Mores of Licorijb. 
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As to their way of Building,diftindii'ons obferv’d in Cloath* 
ing,and their Fuel,I refer to the Authour himfelf. 

'Thirdly , concerning the remainders of the Antient Build* 
ings this Author delivers many particulars, confonant to what 
others have written of the fame, as Pyramids, 0 beltsky 9 Aque- 
dutts 9 the Colcmn of Pompeyfac. 

III. Theod Verckrittgii A/, D„ Commentarius in CVPjfVM Tj{I~ 
VMPHAlEM ANTI MON 11 BafiU Valentim i a fe Latini* 
tatedonatum. Amftelodami, 1671, in 12 0 * 


T His Learned Phyfitiau aflureth the Reader in the Pre¬ 
face to this Book „ that having carefully peruled the 
Antimonial Treatife oi Valentin , he tried all the particulars, 
ordered therciri to be done; but that in the performance 
thereof he erred frequently, and was at great expences with* 
out fuccefs, yet not by any default of the Author, but alwaies 
his own i efteeming this Bafilt o be the beft, the fiucereft and 
the cleared: of all Chymifts he knoweth, and engaging his 
credit, that he being well underftood, you may have what e* 
ver can be hoped for from Chymiftrys Nature having lodg¬ 
ed, as he thinks, all her Treafures in this Mineral, p.42. 

In his Commentary upon this Chariot he .intimateth to have 
delivered fomt Encherejef or Manual Operations, which, how 
flight foever they may feem, he faith have eoft him man 
thoufands 3 adding, that patience in fearching, ability in ex¬ 
pending, unwearied attention and deep meditation, are the 
requifites t^ attain the knowledge of what is here contained* 
Of the many things, that are laid concerning the excellent 
ufefulnefs of Antimonial Preparations , our Commentator 
extols in a very efpecial manne r the Red Oyl of the daft of Ant 
timony of which yet he teacheth the way of preparing it but 
asnigmatically, though he adds, to have done it more clearly 
than any body declared it to him. This he affirms to be the 


truly Vniverfal Medicine, being feafonably and rightly ufed ; 
alleoging (p.164 1 6f.) a confiaerable Experiment of his own, 
made with it, importing , that by the means of this Diaphot 
retick^Oyl alone he cured a young woman of a high Drop fie in 
twenty daies,makingher on the fourth and the following days 
fo tofwim in water from fweat, that it dropped at length 
through the bed upon the floor. 
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Befides this, be much praifeth* for CUrurgical ufes, the 
Balfom or TinBure of the Sulphur of Antimony, affirming upon 
his credit, that Baftl Valentin hath not given the full due to its 
worth> and relating withall (p. 157.158.)the Hiftory of a Cure, 
he performed with it upon a cancred Breaft, that had been un¬ 
der the hands of fome of the raoft expert Chirurgions, who 
judged it not curable but by cutting it off; which our Author 
prevented by the ufe and application of this Balfom, whereby 
within two days the matter was brought to due maturity, and, 
upon the joint ufe of fome proper internal Medicines, the 
perfon inthefpace of two months reftored to perfect health. 

There is another Preparat'on of Antimony here defcribed, 
and praifed above all the reft, call’d by Ba/il, his Balfom of Life, 
by which he affirms to have cured many that were altogether 
defpaired of,appealing herein to the teftimony of his Brethren. 
In which he isdeconded by this Commentator, who declareth, 
that in this Medicine is contained not only what can be made 
ofAntimony,but almoft all 5 what can be profed by aSpagyrift* 
For the other particulars we (ball leave the Reader to the 
careful perufal of the Book it lelf 3 and the cautious trial of the 
Experiments and Operations contain’d therein. 

IV* Cogitationes Phyftco- Mechanic* cie Natter a FlSIONls A tub . 
Johanne Ott Scbapheefa Helvetia. Heidelbergaf 1670. in 4°. 

Author fhewshimlelfto be a great Admirer of Alge * 
X rting this Theft about it, in one of the Corollaries 

annexed to this Book : 

Analyfs Geometrarum vera eji methods# inveniendi <& demon* 
ftrandi •, jpftufqne ratio a Cartefio tradita qseicquid Synthefshabet 
egregii t Cavaiierii Met bodies Indrvifybilium abjlrttfi , ihomee Hobbes 
Computatioveri&fdidi,& Analyfs Feterumabfconditi p'.en'e con - 

tenet. 

And whatever he hath perform’d, he profeHIthhe hath ob¬ 
tain’d by meansofthis Ana'yft 5 faying thus in his Dedication. 

Ex quo Telefcopiorurn Inventum mundoinnotefcere capita v irti 
variam tUitts rateonem reddere conatiJnnt, & qttidem omnesfere 
nemnifi ex Spl:£rafed tone Ttebortem icntes poltre tent hunt 3 do. 
tiec Cartefius tandem Heel tones Coni negotio D'optrico apt tores ejfe 
demonslraret. Nontamen defuerunt, qui conirartum afjerendo, 
aut omninoinutiles efje afjirmando..demonf rat ion d-us Cartefii oh 
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flreperent. Mecum verb omnium rati ones perpendens , Cartefii 
ratiocinium fir mo tab niti,Analyfeos beneficio deprehendi j nec ul- 
la.in re hajftavi.quam quomodo figure ill# in Plano delineari aut 
folida materia inducipojjent. Ipjius enim Cartefii machina nimii 
compofita videbatur,motufq-, nimium complicate ; adeoque com - 
mij\'o in unico levi err ore non pojje non majorem /uccefjivegenerart, 
extra dubium erat guamobrem machinam quandamjimplicem con- 
ficiendam ejje line arum Conic arum naturam reqmrerefnfi.Monente 
autem ClarijfDom. Spleiffio, Mathematico fubtilijj, & Ajlron. In- 
comparibilijOperi me accinxi, acinjubjidium vocata methodofeu 
Geometria Cartefii, ante trienniumMachinam quandamfabrexpert 
curavi quaJimplicitateJud & motus regularitate nulli alii cederet', 
ea autem paucos ante menfes ultimum perfeUionisfua gradum con- 
Jeeuta eji.Abfoluta autem machina,operi me^ confejiim applicui,fer- 
ro inducendofiguras Conicas, pracipue verb Hyperbolas & Parabo• 
las,quarumfocus 1.2.10.2 5.50 .pedes & ultra a vertice abeffet . Pra¬ 
ter qu am enim quod lnfirumento meo cujujcunq; generis Hyperbc- 
lse,EUipfes ac Parabolae defcribi queunt, ut& Circuli fegmentum 
quodcunq■,, id tamen quod machina perfetfionem commendat , hoc 
eft, quod nullo limite claudatur ipftusVfus 5 vix enimfex pedes 
maximafua extenfione juperat machina,iff us tamen ope,ArcusC\r- 
culi,EHipfis,Parabola?,atq^Hyperbola: delineari poterit,qui vitro 
infculptus tubum 10,100,1000 pedum requirat.Inproxima veroSyl- 
i^Herciniai vitrarid\modulis beneficio cuneorum confettisVitra in¬ 
funder e curavi,qua quamvis inutilia fuerintob materiemimpurita- 
tibusJcatentem, at tamen Coni Se&iones maxime accommodate 
effe Dioptric ufui, ipfafq j in Plano delineari pojje deprehendi yta ut 
mediante machina mea cekberrimam ijiam inter nobitijfmos ma¬ 
thematics agitatam controverftam deter min arepoffim. 

Concerning his Dioptrical Studies he faith, that remote from 
other Matters and Books,by the conduct of the Cartefian^»<i- 
Ifis he hath begun to wind himfelfby a longCWr#/*/outof the 
Labyrinth ot Vifion,and by the means of Equations difeover'd 
d vers truths both theoricai and practical» among which he 
del vers one, which commends it felf both by its newnefs and 
ufefulnef,which is,To contract the !ongeftTubes,without at ill 
prejudicing their perfe&ion.by magnifying fo much the angle 
of Vifion, that the longeftTube fliall not perform the like, the 
Lateral rays being fo accurately fecluded, that more of them £fal 
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troubleanyof the longeft Tubes, then thofe fhort ones of his 
contrivance;of which he faith he hath given the grounds in this 
Tratft: Wherein he affirms he delivers an Hypothecs, whereby the 
Nature and Manner of Vifion is fo clearly and diftin&ly exhibited, 
that no Phenomenon fhall occur which may not be readily ex¬ 
plained thereby} afluming to this end the inoft fignal Experi« 
ments and Geometrical reafons, and explicating withal! fame 
ph#nomna ) conducive to the fame 5 as of Firmneis,Fluidity,Re- 
fra<ftion,Refle<ftion 3 Lucidity,Tranfparency, Opacity, Colors, 
and the Parts of the Eye: In the doing of which he inferts this 
generous and candid Paragraph, pag. 7. 

MiJJis illis occult is qualitatibus <&jimdihus.nunquam a. quoquam 
revelandis jorum Vhilofophorum modumfequi magis arridet , quiRe- 
giam viam^defertis dumetis &Jpinisjalcare ma unt.ex clans & di - 
SiinQis principiis exordium capeJfendojitq^ExperimentisRatiecinia , 
in rebus prafertim Th\Jicisjonfirmandojn auxilium vccatis Geome- 
trarum demonfirationilur^adnormam Regia indolis, Societatis An¬ 
glican# ; quorum inflilutumfi a ducentis jamfeculis projecutum fu- 
ijfet Genus humanum, & amicH conjpiratione eorum viam leg>JJet> 
quin Natures penetralia intimius perfpefta haberemus , & Natures 
quafi Domini falutaremurjgo nullus dubito. Nunquam tamen defue - 
runtrfui id pro viribus prsejliterunt. prajrtimA/athematici & Vete- 
rum Philofophorum nonnulli ■ quamquam opw illud non Jit un us al- 
teriujve hominisfedpluriumjmo wt'gra cujufdam Societatis , ex di¬ 
verts turn nationibus turn locis coagmentata. 

For the reft the Reader may perufe the Book it felf j of 
which yet I fear there are bur very few Copies hitherto come o* 
ver,.if any more than that,out of which this Accompt is given. 
An Observation concerning certain ln[e cl-husks of the Kermes-^W 
cm'nnnicated by Mr. Lifter,May 7 2. 1671. which came to hand 
Jince the Printing of the formerJheets , 


J Gave you a fhort account formerly* of certain matrices or In« 

* March if ,167 1 find in my Notts (faiih fetft-husks, of the /^mer.kind, 

1 hadfom; j ears r.a«ob- 

K$rmts bexne%, but I then made no rryal ferV U Oil Pilltllb trCe$,Tllis illftaiiC 
of them. Again, I have often observed on , r 

Ilnmb trees and Cherry trees j aHo on the -evl&y ilHtll StlOrUCu Ill® tHC f^LFllC 


Vmeind Cherry Laurel cer-ain patella or fliac 
Husks containing worms, which '©rat leali 
the husks ; for them on’y I had the oppor¬ 
tunity of making the Experiment cm; will 
ftrike a Carnation with Ly and Hand, 


Obfervation, and fome Tittle im» 
provement of it, 1 have obferved 
the fame Patella or Husks indiffe* 
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ready on Vine branches , Cberry-I_jiurel, Plumb-trees , and die 
Cherry tree. The figure of the husks is round , fave where 
deleav'd to the branch; for bignefs , fom whit mo e than 
half a grey pea, Thefe, Ifay, cleave to their branches, as 
patella do to Rocks: For colour j they are of a very dark Chef- 
nut.extreamly fmooth,and Alining membrandike. They adhere 
inoft commonly to the under-fide of a branch or twig, and fo 
are beft fecurd againft the injuries of the weather, as too much 
Sun and Rain. They are well faftned to the branches Angle, and 
fometimes many in company. They are feldom found without 
vermin,as Pifmires.&c. which,I guefs, pierce them and pray up¬ 
on them.Thus much for the entire Coccum. If you open one of 
them,that is,cut off dextroufly the top of the husk with a rafor, 
you’l find fometimes five or more fmall white magots of the 
Wafp or Bee‘kind,that is,(harp at both ends. When thefe are 
carefully taken out, you will further obferve" the remainder of 
their provifion of meat, and a partition ’twixt them and the 
branch,where,what they excerne, is referv , d.Laftly,if,whenyou 
have clear’d the Husk of Maggots, Bee-meat, a-nd excrements, 
you then rub the empty membran upon white paper,it will free¬ 
ly and copioufly tinge the paper with a beautiful purple or mur¬ 
rey. At the date of this,none of the Maggots were yet in tiympha , 
fo that you cannot exped from me a defeription of the Bee or 
Wafp they will turn to,when they come to perfedion*Before the 
feafon be over,the Curious may fatisfie themfelves forthwith a- 
boutit,and verifie and improve v.JHz'N Cherry-trees ,I fuppofe, in 
anyplace, but will yield them fome of thefe Berries* How-ever, 
if they (hall not be fo fortunate as to light on them,Ilhall furnilh 
you with them,&c. 
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